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YAXHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF YAXHAM PARISH COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY 21st 

MAY 2025 AT 7.30PM IN THE DAVID MYHILL ROOM AT YAXHAM VILLAGE HALL 
 
 

Present: Cllrs Ben Conway (Chair), Graham Howe (GH), Paul Bone (PB), Chris Couves (CC), and 
Bob Gust (BG). 
 

In attendance: Clerk, DC Paul Plummer and 1 member of the public. 
 
1. Election of Chair  

Cllr Conway was nominated by PB and seconded by GH, and all agreed to elect Cllr Conway to serve as 
Chair for the coming year. Cllr Conway signed his declaration of office. 

2. Election of Vice Chair  
This was carried over to the June meeting. 

3. Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Maggie Oechsle and Gary Davison.  

4. Declarations of interest for items on the Agenda and Dispensations for Councillors with a Pecuniary 
Interest 
BG and GH declared an interest in item 9.4 as Trustees of the YVAA. 

5. Public Session 
There were no comments raised. 

6. Reports from County and District Councillors if present 
DC Paul Plummer was present and asked if anyone had attended the meeting at Breckland regarding the 
new Local Plan. GH had attended and would update the meeting later. 
DC Paul Plummer reported on an issue that had been raised at the previous meeting by a resident 
regarding the fence that had been erected at the bottom of St. Peters Close resulting in residents no 
longer being able to access the footpath. He confirmed that the land belongs to Flagship, and they have 
the right to put the fence there. 
DC Paul Plummer had been informed there would now most likely be one unitary for the whole of Norfolk 
and Suffolk, there would still be a Mayoral election next May 2026 and County Councillor elections should 
be held at the next time. 
 

7. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
7.1. To approve the minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 30.4.2025 

The minutes of the meeting were approved without amendment and signed by the Chair as a correct 
record. All agreed 

7.2. Clerk’s Report on matters since the last meeting 
 The insurance renewal paperwork has been circulated; this has been reviewed and will be finalised 

later at the meeting. 
 A photo of Ian’s Memorial bench was placed on the Parish Council website and sent to the local press. 

It was published in the Dereham Times. 
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 An email was sent to Breckland Planning asking for their opinion on the Football container - they have 
as yet not responded.  

 Photo’s of FP1 have been sent to Highways. 
  

7.3. To consider matters arising from minutes of previous meetings not considered elsewhere on this 
Agenda 
None. 
 

8. To agree the appointment of Councillors to the following: 
8.1. Neighbourhood Plan steering group – PB, GH and MO 

 
8.2. Internal Audit Control Officer for the coming year – PB 

 
8.3. Staffing committee – BC, CC and GD 

 
8.4. Councillor responsible for Defibrillator – GD 

 
8.5. Councillor(s) responsible for Playground inspections - BG and CC 

 
8.6. Councillor(s) responsible for Sam2 – BG 

 
8.7. Councillors(s) responsible for Planters – GD 

 
8.8. Councillors(s) responsible for grass and hedge cutting – MO and GD 

 
8.9. YVAA Representative(s) – BG and GH 

 
8.10. Yaxham Church of England (VA) Primary School Representative - BC 
 
8.11. Council appointees (3) to Townlands Charity – MO, BC and PL (Peter Lowings) 
 
GH suggested that due to the many changes coming in from Breckland it would be useful to have a 
Councillor responsible for liaising with Breckland. It was agreed to add this to the next meeting. 
 

9. Planning 
9.1. To receive and consider any new planning applications 

None. 
9.2. To note any planning decisions 

None. 
9.3. Breckland’s Local Plan update held on 20th May 2025 

GH had attended the meeting and produced notes that had been circulated prior to the meeting. The 
key points were :- 
1. Villages will now be defined under 4 categories -Key Service Centres, Primary villages, Secondary       

villages and Others (tertiary) villages 
2. New mapping software will be issued to Parish Clerks and attendees showing the sites that have 

been put forward. 
3. Week commencing 2nd June, Breckland will be inviting representatives of each PC in “clusters” 

where Breckland will provide details of the housing allocation per parish and details of the 
available land. 

4. Breckland stated they are pro removing “boundaries” from villages with boundaries. 
5. The question was raised as to how “Local Plan” housing allocation will be treated by the new 

unitary authorities that are coming into effect May 2026. Breckland were clear that the 
allocation per town/ parish councils would be adopted by the new authorities and merged into a 
bigger Local Plan. 
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The above was discussed, and it was agreed to discuss the sites that have been put forward along 
with the Neighbourhood Plan working group over the coming weeks once the mapping software 
has been received.  

9.3.  Football container placed by the side of Yaxham Village Hall  
BG updated the meeting that as a Trustee of the YVAA he had received a letter from Breckland 
Planning asking various questions, he has responded and is waiting to hear back. 
 

9.4. Removal of hedges and a concrete base being put in on Cutthroat Lane 
The Parish Council had been made aware that hedges had been cut and a concrete base installed on 
land with outdoor pigs planned to be kept there. A discussion was held with particular concern raised 
regarding the runoff from the pigs into the Tud that could cause an issue with pollution. The Chair 
informed the meeting of the regulations around hedge cutting and pig rearing.  
It was agreed to monitor the situation. 
 

9.5. Clerk’s Delegated powers  
It was agreed that the arrangement already in place would continue - 
Where it is not possible to obtain a necessary extension from the District Council to allow a planning 
application to be considered at the next Council Meeting, the Clerk would, having consulted with the 
members of the Parish Council, make the necessary response, or convene another meeting of the 
Council.  
 

9.6. To respond to Breckland District Council regarding LGS5 St Peters Close as part of Yaxham’s 
Neighbourhood Plan review 
GH explained that Glavenhill had strongly objected to the Green Space that had been added to the 
Neighbourhood Plan. The Inspector had enquired whether the Parish Council had already been 
contacted by Glavenhill regarding the Green space which they had not. GH had along with the Chair 
of the Neighbourhood Plan and the Neighbourhood Plan planning consultant Shaun Vincent, drafted 
a response to the planning inspector and this was placed on the screen and considered. All agreed 
they were happy with the response. The Clerk to send it. 
 

9.7. To receive an update from Yaxham’s Neighbourhood Plan review 
The update was per 9.6. 
 

10. Play Area Report 
10.1 To consider the weekly inspection reports and agree any actions arising. 
   CC confirmed there were no issues, other than some of the play equipment had required lubrication. 
 

11. Events 
11.1 To receive an update on the Yaxham and Clint Green Yard sale Sunday 22nd June  
PB reported he had prepared signs to be placed around the Village over the coming weeks advertising the 
Yard sale and the Car boot sale at the Village Hall. BG asked what benefit would there be to the YVAA? PB 
confirmed that this was a community event, and any monies raised made would go to the YVAA. All 
agreed they were happy with this. BG confirmed the Bar would be open and if the Car boot requires extra 
space it could go onto the playing field. 
The Clerk will advertise the event in the local Newspaper and PB will prepare a risk assessment.  
 

12. Highways and Footpath issues  
BG reported a manhole cover at the top of Spring Lane is loose. The Clerk to report. 
The condition of FP1 was raised and the Clerk confirmed pictures had been taken and sent to Highways 
and no response had yet been received. 
 

13. Service Delegation Agreement 
The agreement for the new 2025 season was reviewed, and the Clerk informed councillors that regular 
photos of the footpaths need to be taken and uploaded to a new portal. It was agreed that the Chair could 
sign the agreement, and the Clerk witnessed. 
 

14. Biodiversity and receive an update on the wildflowers on the Playing Field  
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It was confirmed that there were still no wildflowers showing on the field, this is possibly due to the dry 
weather conditions. It was agreed continue and wait and see. 
 

15. Finance 
15.1. Internal Auditors report for the year ended 31st March 2025 and consider his recommendations.  
The report was noted. Mr Goreham made no formal recommendations and reported that he believes that 
governance procedures and accountancy records for this council remain at a good standard. PB thanked 
the Clerk. 
 
15.2. Accounts for year ending 31st March 2025  
These had been circulated prior to the meeting and were placed on the screen and were unanimously 
agreed. 
 
15.3. 2024/25 Annual Governance Statement  
The Council considered the Annual Governance Statement, and it was agreed the Clerk and Chair were 
authorised to sign the form. 
 
15.4. 2024/25 Statement of Accounts  
The Council considered and agreed the Statement of Accounts and authorised the Chair to sign. 
 
15.5. Bank signatories 
The Council unanimously agreed to add GH as an additional signatory. 
 
15.6 The following payments were unanimously approved for payment. (* - already paid) 

To Pay Detail Invoices available for 
viewing 

£ Total VAT Ex VAT 

Unity Bank Service Charge* 6.00 - 6.00 
Anglian Tree 
Surgeons Ltd 

Cypress hedge cutting at YVH 1,140.00 - 1,140.00 

R Wade Norton – Anti Virus 49.99 8.33 41.66 
R Wade Clerk wages and expenses for May 654.29 2.86 651.43 

The Clerk noted that Anglian Tree Surgeons Ltd had been paid on behalf of the Yaxham Village Amenities 
Association as payment is in lieu of the Myhill room rent for the Parish Council from January 2025 – 
September 2028. 

 
 15.7. The following receipt since the last meeting was noted 

Detail      £ Total 

VAT refund 2,114.16 

 
       15.8. Neighbourhood plan payments 

To Pay Detail Invoices available for 
viewing 

£ Total VAT Ex VAT 

None  - - - 
  
 15.9. Neighbourhood plan receipts 

Detail      £ Total 

None - 

 
15.10. Bank Position and budget 
This was circulated prior to the meeting and was noted. 
 
15.11. Insurance renewal with Clear Councils  
The Parish Council is in a three-year long-term agreement with Clear Councils. The premium had increased 
£623.11 to £696.89. All agreed they were happy to authorise this to be paid. 
 

16. Correspondence received  
NCC Service delegation agreement, Sam Chapman-Allen – Local Plan Update, emails from residents, 
Norfolk Events, Breckland – regarding Neighbourhood Plan review, Environment agency maintenance 
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work, CC Ed Connolly’s – NCC Parish Report, Age UK, CC Ed Connolly -Local Government reorganisation 
engagement, Community Action Norfolk, CPRE and Transport East Travel behaviour survey report. 
 

17. General Parish Issues (for information only) 
BG had been asked by an elderly resident if there were any grants available for septic tanks as hers had 
split. Various options were discussed, BG to investigate them. 
 
GH informed the Council with regards to the YVAA relinquishing their long-term lease on the Church 
rooms, a Heads of Terms agreement has been received from the Diocese and implies the YVAA will be 
responsible for the Diocese legal fees. The Charities Commission has recommended the YVAA need to 
appoint a RICS surveyor and solicitor to ensure that there is a paper trail in place. GH feels the fees will be 
more than the YVAA has available. Once the fees are known GH would like this to be added to the agenda 
so this can be discussed. 
 

18. Date of the next Parish Council meeting 
18th June 2025 
 
The Chair closed the meeting at 9.12pm 


