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YAXHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF YAXHAM PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 18TH SEPTEMBER 
2024 AT 7.30PM IN THE DAVID MYHILL ROOM AT YAXHAM VILLAGE HALL 

 
Present: Cllrs Maggie Oechsle (MO) (Chari), Ben Conway (BC), Graham Howe (GH), Bob Gust (BG), 
Paul Bone (PB), Chris Couves (CC) and Gary Davison (GD) 
 
In attendance: Clerk, DC Paul Plummer, and 4 members of the public. 
 
The Chair reported with sadness the death of former District Councillor Ian Martin, who had 
also served on Yaxham Parish Council from 2017 – 2022 and said a few words regarding 
Ian’s contribution to the Parish (see below). All present stood and observed a minute’s 
silence in his memory. 
 
Minutes Silence – Death of Former District Councillor Ian Martin 

 

1. Chair’s opening Remarks 

The Chair informed everyone the meeting was being recorded. 

2. Apologies for Absence 

There were none. 

3. Declarations of interest for items on the Agenda and Dispensations for Councillors with a 
Pecuniary Interest 
Cllr BC declared an interest in item 13. 

4. Public Session 

A local resident spoke about the problems with flooding he was experiencing on Cutthroat Lane.  

The surface water from Norwich Road and Spring Lane runs down and through his land. The 
flooding can be as deep as 6 or 7 inches and is becoming more frequent in recent years and 
lasting longer.  

There are ponds on his land which absorb some of the water and he has taken measures himself 
to help alleviate the flooding by replacing culvert pipes on his land. He feels a culvert pipe 
further down from him if enlarged will help the flow of water to dissipate and will solve the 
flooding problem. 

The Councillors asked various questions, and the Chair advised that he seek professional advice 
by contacting Norfolk County Council Local Lead Flood Authority. They would be able to give 
advice on what should be done to solve the problem.  

Cllr BC spoke and showed a historical map of the original local drainage system, which has 
worked for many years. He has spoken to a drainage consultant who has advised that the two 
ponds on the resident’s land need to be dredged to take the accumulated water and the original 
ditch needs to be reestablished.  
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5. Reports from County and District Councillors  

DC Paul Plummer advised that a decision would be made in the coming weeks on whether to 
stall the Local Plan for the time being until the amendments to the National Planning Policy 
Framework have been agreed by the new government.  

There are also large solar farms being put forward. 

6. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

6.1. To approve the minutes of the Meeting held on 24th July 2024 
The minutes of the meeting were approved without amendment and signed by the Chair as 
a correct record. Proposed by CC, seconded by GH and all agreed. 
 

6.2. Clerk’s Report  
 

 Breckland’s Open space Assessment was reviewed and sent to Breckland. 
 The Parish Charity has been reviewed by Robin Goreham our Independent 

examiner. 
 A new dog bin for Cutthroat Lane has been purchased. 
 The overgrown hedge on Norwich Road was reported and Highways have 

confirmed they have resolved the problem. 
 The overgrown path on Norwich Road was reported and Highways have confirmed 

they have resolved the problem. 
 The sign on Dereham Road which is rusting was reported and Highways have said 

“We would not look to replace the post just based on rust. I will keep an eye on this 
one on future inspections to see if the structure becomes affected. Defect not 
found by inspector”. 

 The footpath from Spring Lane to the school has been reported - ENQ900275865 - 
Highways has not responded yet. 

 The gullies opposite Beech Farm have been reported again, Highways responded – 
“This gully has already been programmed to be cleared of blockage. There is no 
further action to be taken at this time. Defect has already been identified and 
prioritised for repair”. The Chair confirmed these gullies had been jetted and 
cleared. 

 The Clerk has written to Anglian Water regarding the flooding issues at St. Peters 
Close and the Pumping Station. Anglian Water responded that the dominant issue is 
the rainwater getting into the foul water system and overwhelming it. Anglian 
Water undertook a survey of the drainage system within Yaxham. 3-4 staff went 
through the village doing surveys on all manholes, sewers, ditches and points of 
flooding interest, the work did not include St Peters Close as this had already been 
done. The Clerk to contact Chris Wray at Anglian Water and ask for results of the 
survey. 
 

6.3. To consider matters arising from minutes of previous meetings not considered         
elsewhere on this Agenda. 

The Chair thanked PB for organising and distributing the Newsletter throughout the Parish 
and was disappointed to hear that the Friends of Yaxham Primary School had cancelled the 
Yard Sale after agreeing to allow the Parish Council to join and advertise the event just after 
the newsletters had been distributed. 
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7. Planning 

7.1 To receive and consider any new planning applications   

3PL/2024/0702/HOU - Proposed single storey flat roofed garage extension and conversion 
of garage to wet room, bedroom and utility room - Overton Station Road 

After a discussion it was agreed the Councillors had no objection to the application and all 
agreed to submit the RAG report attached.  

3NM/2024/0047/NMA  - Amendment to planning permission 3DC/2020/0229/DOC 
condition 8 - Removal of a proposed window on the North Elevation to change the road 
access from block paving ('Harvest' Tegula Priora) to tarmac and the proposed driveways and 
parking areas from block paving (Burnt Ochre' Tegula Priora) to"BREEDON PorousÃ¢" 
permeable system with a modified bitumen finish and a SUDS compliant porous aggregate 
bound system. - 16 Dereham Road NR19 1RF  

The Chair reported the application had already been Refused 

7.2 To note any planning decisions 

3PL/2024/0564/HOU - Construction of proposed decking and pergola to rear - 3 Andrews 
Way – APPROVED 

3NM/2023/0108/NMA - Amend consent 3PL/2021/1617/VAR to reflect condition 
requirements met since the original approval; include relevant conditions/condition 
requirements from Reserved Matters Approval 3PL/2021/1612/VAR; and include reference 
to the latest drainage strategy (Flood Risk Assessment/Surface Water Drainage Strategy 
Addendum, Land off Elm Close, Yaxham Rev.08, Rossi Long Consulting, ref: ML/SJB/171146, 
30-06-23) and drawing Foul & Surface Drainage Strategy ref: C-100 P11 16-11-21); to include 
notes to confirm that for the avoidance of doubt, where version of the Flood Risk 
Assessment include previous versions of the foul & surface water drainage strategy drawing, 
that these drawings are superseded and the development shall comply with foul & surface 
water drainage strategy drawing C-100 Rev P11,16-11-21) to ensure comprehensive and 
consistent decision notices - Land Off Elm Close – Refused 

7.3 Other Planning issues 

3NM/2023/0107/NMA - Amendment to Planning Permission 3PL/2021/0629/F - Foul & 
Surface Water Drainage Strategy - Land Off Elm Close – Withdrawn 

3NM/2023/0109/NMA - Amend consent 3PL/2021/1612/VAR (condition 1) to include 
reference to the latest drainage strategy (Flood Risk Assessment/Surface Water Drainage 
Strategy Addendum, Land off Elm Close, Yaxham Rev.08, Rossi Long Consulting, ref: 
ML/SJB/171146, 30-06-23 and drawing Foul and Surface Water Drainage Strategy, ref: C-100 
Rev P11, 16-11-21) and include notes to confirm that for the avoidance of doubt, where 
versions of the Flood Risk Assessment include previous versions of the foul & surface water 
drainage strategy drawing, that these drawings are superseded and the development shall 
comply with foul & surface water drainage strategy drawing C-100 Rev P11, 16-11-21; and to 
include reference to the s73 approval 3PL/2021/1617/VAR, in condition 2 to ensure up to 
date, comprehensive and consistent decision notices. - Land Off Elm Close – Withdrawn 

7.4 Update from Yaxham’s Neighbourhood Plan review  

GH reported following the Parish Council’s approval to proceed after the Regulation 14 
consultation. There had been some minor modifications made to the plan and these would 
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be completed by their assessor. Once this is done and the Parish Council had reviewed and 
agreed the Modification Statement the plan will be ready to be submitted to Breckland. 

GH informed the meeting that he, BG and the Chair had attended Breckland’s engagement 
event, where they learned about the intention to stall Breckland’s local plan until they have 
a clearer direction from the government, but local parishes that had been reviewing their 
Neighbourhood plans were urged to continue. 

7.5 Yaxham Neighbourhood Plan Modification Statement  

GH read out the statement and proposed the statement be sent to Breckland alongside the 
draft plan, stating that in Yaxham Parish Council’s opinion the plan only has minor changes 
and therefore doesn’t have to go through a full regulatory review.  Proposed GD, seconded 
BC and all agreed. 

8. A Village memorial to mark Ian Martin's service to the community. 

Various options and locations were discussed. It was felt a bench in the Church Yard would be 
the best option. The Chair to ask Ian’s widow if she is happy with this or if she has any other 
suggestions. If she is happy, permission would need to be sought from the Diocese. 

9. Play Area Report 

CC reported the new gate had broken and an accident had occurred which was reported to 
Breckland Council. The gate has since been locked with a chain and a sign has been put in place 
directing users to the other gate.  

CC has contacted the installers of the gate and is waiting for them to come and repair the gate as 
it is still under warranty. 

CC reported the other gate due to age also needs replacing and he is waiting for a quote. This 
gate is currently not wide enough for disabled access. His intention is to have the existing panels 
altered to accommodate a wider gate suitable for wheelchair access. The colour will also change 
to red to accommodate partially sighted children and adults. 
 

10. Events 

10.1 Christmas Tree for 2024  

The Chair reported Councillors had been and investigated suitable sites for the Christmas 
Tree and all agreed the site to be near the access to the village hall. BG to advise on the 
exact spot avoiding any underground utility infrastructure. The Cheethams had kindly 
offered to create a permanent retainer to hold either the Christmas tree or flag pole. 

No reply had been received in relation to a free Christmas Tree, BC to ask again closer to 
Christmas. CC said he was happy to investigate different options for batteries to power the 
lights. 

       10.2 Yaxham and Clint Green Yard Sale  

  Unfortunately, the event was cancelled by the Friends of Yaxham Primary School. 

10.3 Village Hall event in 2025 

PB said they need at least five volunteers for the event to go ahead. Councillors to 
encourage residents to volunteer and help organise the event during the upcoming litter 
pick and Church Rooms open day. 
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11. Update on the Church Rooms  

The Chair reported that the Diocese were going to get a valuation for the Church Rooms which 
would then be put up for auction or sale. 

The Church Rooms open day would still go ahead. 

12. Possibility of Solar panels on the Village Hall 

GH reminded Councillors this was raised as Vattenhall are offering community grants which are 
now open for application. 

BG to ask the YVAA insurers if they are considered a commercial business in which case the costs 
each year to inspect the panels could be significant. 

13. Flooding on Cutthroat Lane 
As discussed in the Public Session. 
 

14. Station Road drainage - MNR Land 

Unfortunately, the landowner was unable to attend tonight. The Chair explained MNR were 
expected at his farm on 19th September and would rerod and jet the pipe from his side which 
would hopefully stop the flooding he had been experiencing. 

15. Monthly Yaxham Ranger 

The Clerk said she would like to have someone come in during April-October once a month and 
help maintain the village footpaths and anything else that needed doing as suggested by a 
resident at the previous meeting. After discussing this the Clerk was asked to allocate £1,500 to 
the budget for consideration when agreeing the precept for the coming year. 

16. Highways and Footpath issues  
An email from Highways informing the Parish Council that the rangers would be coming in the 
coming month had been circulated prior to the meeting.  
 
PB and GH to go round the village and send details of Highway issues to the Clerk to report to 
the Rangers. 
 

17. Biodiversity policy and consider any necessary action required 

The Chair reported the grass had been cut, the Clerk to chase the soil testing. 

18. Finance   
18.1. The following were approved for payment * - payments already paid since the last meeting 

To Pay Detail Invoices available for 
viewing 

£ Total VAT Ex VAT 

K Robertson and 
& Son 

Cutting wildflower margin with 
tractor and topper  

90.00 15.00 75.00 

Mr J Oatey Plant Watering and 
Maintenance 

70.00 - 70.00 

PKF Littlejohn AGAR Review 252.00 42.00 210.00 
FT Grouds 
Maintenance 

August grass cutting 246.54 - 246.54 

FT Grounds 
Maintenance 

July grass cutting* 484.51 - 484.51 

Norfolk PTS Cilca Training Course 280.00 - 280.00 
SLCC Cilca registration 450.00 - 450.00 
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R Wade Clerk expenses for Aug / Sept 64.27 4.31 59.96 
R Wade Clerk wages for Aug / Sept 931.00 - 931.00 

             
18.2. To note any receipts 

 

        

 

       18.3. The following Neighbourhood plan payments were approved 

To Pay Detail Invoices available for 
viewing 

£ Total VAT Ex VAT 

YVAA David Myhill Room Hire 98.00 - 98.00 
Abzag Review of Yaxham NHP *- 

August 
1234.56 205.76 1028.20 

  
18.4. Neighbourhood plan receipts 
 

Detail      £ Total 
Charity Grant £5000.00 

 
18.5. Bank Position and budget 

  This had been circulated prior to the meeting and was agreed. 
 
18.6. PKF Littlejohn (External Auditors) report 

The external report was received, and it was noted in Section 2 Box 9 for 2022/23 the 
figures should have been restated to allow for consistency and comparability to this year’s 
figures which had been revalued. 

  
18.7. Parish Partnership Scheme 2025/26 

After considering various options throughout the Parish, it was felt there was nothing 
suitable to apply for this year. 
 

18.8.  Norfolk PTS Autumn Seminar 
Unfortunately, the Clerk would not be able to attend this year and asked if any of the 
Councillors would like to attend. The Councillors were also unable to attend. 
 

Standing orders were suspended 
 

19. Policies 
The following polices were reviewed and Approved by the Council. With a spelling amendment 
to Filming of Council meetings. All agreed. 
 
a) Complaints policy, b) Co-Option policy c) Disciplinary policy d) Filming of Council meetings 
policy e) Freedom of Information policy f) request for information and g) Grievance policy. 

 
20. Correspondence received since the last meeting 

CPRE, Norwich Western Link/A47 project update, Parish Online, Emails from residents, Breckland 
– help with testing new website, Norfolk Offshore wind farm, CC Ed Connolly’s  - NCC Briefing, 
Norfolk Community Foundation - State of Norfolk, Breckland – Update on proposed planning 

Detail £ Total 
None  
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changes, Norfolk PTS, PFK Littlejohn, Breckland – Town and Parish engagement events, Dereham 
Town Council – Survey – Introduction of car parking charges in Breckland and Anglian Water. 

 
21. General Parish Issues  

PB had attended the Western Link/A47 Laison Group meeting and reported that dualling of the 
A47 has now started. The Ringland Road from the Eastern roundabout will eventually be closed. 
Norwich City Council had withdrawn their support for the Western Link. 
 
DC Paul Plummer asked to speak about Ian Martin he valued his input, and he was a gentleman, 
and we had lost someone who was very important to the Village and personally lost someone 
who he really respected. 
 
The Chair thanked him for his comments. 
 

22. Next two meeting dates of the Parish Council 

23rd October 2024 and 27th November 2024. 
 
 
The Chair closed the meeting at 9.40pm 
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For those of you who haven’t been to a PC meeting before I am Maggie Oechsle, Chairman of 
the PC and in a moment, we are going to have a Minute of Silence to remember Ian who passed 
away on 14th August.  
 
As many of you will know Ian and Sue Martin arrived in Yaxham from Kent in 2005. They had 
been involved in village life in Kent and one of the first issues to deal with in Yaxham starting in 
2007 was the proposed change from Breckland Nursery to what has now become Yaxham 
Waters. This was a very long saga lasting years and caused many of us to think how our village 
should develop, and which led to the Community Led Plan in 2013. This was followed by setting 
up of the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group in 2015 and Ian was the main architect of the 
Plan, which was adopted in 2017, the first in Breckland.  
 
He also joined the Parish Council in 2017 and some of you will remember it was then a very 
rocky place. After the resignation of David Myhill, he became Vice Chairman in 2018 and 
Chairman after the elections in 2019. Ian was also elected as Breckland District Councillor for 
Mattishall Ward in 2019 and worked tirelessly on behalf of the 6 villages he represented. His 
Breckland colleagues described him as a courteous man of principle who fought very hard for 
Yaxham. He was proving a huge asset to the community when his diagnosis of Motor Neurone 
Disease hit in Spring 2022. This very sadly lead to his resignation from these public facing roles 
and although not everyone agreed with his politics as a member of the Conservative party since 
his teens, it was universally recognised how hard he worked to represent all his electors.  
 
On a very personal level, Ian was a wonderful friend to me particularly after my husband died. 
He was always there to advise and support and I miss him enormously. He showed immense 
courage in combating the disease and always tried to remain upbeat in what must have been a 
huge challenge as the MND took hold.  
 
A Memorial Service to celebrate Ian’s life will be held in St Peter’s Church at 11 a.m. on Friday 
4th October when you will hear much about Ian’s life before he came to Yaxham – he graduated 
from Southampton University with a Law degree and then joined Shell travelling around the 
world before standing as a conservative candidate for parliament in 1997 and although 
unsuccessful in that endeavour, he was exceptionally successful in his local endeavours and our 
village has been very fortunate that the Martins made their lives here.  
 
We will now have a Minute’s silence for us all to remember Ian in so many different ways, his 
thoughtfulness, his kindness, his service to others and his generosity of spirit particularly when 
sharing his favourite malt with friends and colleagues. He will be sorely missed.  
 
 
 
M Oechsle 18.09.2024 
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YAXHAM PARISH COUNCIL – PLANNING APPLICATION COMMENTS 

APPLICATION 
REF: 

3PL/2024/0702/HOU DATE: 18/9/2024 

YAXHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN POLICIES 
POLICY WEIGHT COMMENTS  

STR1 – Strategic Gaps Policy THE 
GAPS BETWEEN SETTLEMENTS 

N/A   

    
HOU1 – LOCATION OF NEW 
RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT 

N/A   

HOU2 – HOUSING DENSITY N/A   
HOU3 – SCALE OF RESIDENTIAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

N/A   

HOU4 – EXISTING LAND USE  Extension to an exisƟng property 
within the site boundary. 

 

HOU5 – HOUSING MIX N/A   
HOU6 - DESIGN  External elevaƟons of new 

extension to match exisƟng 
materials 

 

HOU7 – AFFORDABLE HOUSING N/A   
    
ENV1 - DARK SKIES  No external lighƟng required,   
ENV2 – CONSERVATION AREA & 
HERITAGE ASSETS 

 
N/A 

  

ENV3 – GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE N/A   
ENV4 – SURFACE WATER 
MANAGEMENT PLANS 

 Limited increase in flat roof area, 
drainage provision not shown on 
drawings but not significant 

 

ENV5 – SEWERAGE PROVISION  Limited increase in ExisƟng foul 
drainage, although exisƟng drain 
will run under the new extension 

 

    
TRA1 – TRAFFIC AND SUSTAINABLE 
TRANSPORT 

N/A   

TRA2 – PARKING PROVISION  Although provision of garage 
removed with this proposal, no 
change to exisƟng as a result of this 
applicaƟon 

 

    
ECN1 - NEW ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT 

N/A   

    
COM1 – EXISTING PARISH-BASED 
COMMUNITY SERVICES  

N/A   

COM2 – DEVELOPER FUNDING 
PRIORITIES 

N/A   

    
WEIGHT IN ACCORDANCE WITH POLICY 

 NOTE 
 AGAINST POLICY 
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N/A               NOT APPLICABLE 

GENERAL COMMENTS ON APPLICATION: 

This applicaƟon is for a single-storey extension to an exisƟng property, replacing an exisƟng aƩached 
garage 

We have reviewed the applicaƟon against the Yaxham Neighbourhood Plan, although the majority of 
our policies are not applicable in this instance, the applicaƟon is generally in accordance with those 
that do apply. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


