
 

  
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF YAXHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON FRIDAY 14th APRIL 2023 AT 7.30PM IN THE DAVID MYHILL ROOM AT YAXHAM 

VILLAGE HALL 

 
 

Present: Cllrs Maggie Oechsle (MO) (Chairman), Ben Conway (BC), Bob Gust (BG), and Gary Davison 
(GD) 

In attendance: Clerk and District Cllrs Paul Claussen and Paul Plummer 

Gary Davison signed his acceptance of office to become a Parish Councillor. 
 

1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks 

The Chairman welcomed the District Councillors and informed everyone that the meeting was 
being recorded.  

2. Apologies for Absence  

Cllrs Peter Lowings, Richard Whadcoat and Chris Couves apologies were received and accepted. 

       County Councillor Ed Connelly also sent his apologies. 

3. Declarations of interest  

None.        
4. Public Session 

None. 

5. Reports from County and District Councillors  

District Cllr Claussen reported that there had been a bin strike and that the Council had put plans 
in place to limit the disruption and all bins had been collected by the end of the week. He also 
advised that further strikes were possible around the Coronation weekend but they were 
hopeful this may not now happen. 
 
District Cllr Plummer reported that the residents of St Peters Close had been asked to vacate 
their garages but as of yet the reason why is unknown. 
 

6. Minutes of Previous Meetings 
6.1. To approve the minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 23.3.2023. 

 Point 9 on page 3 needed amending to state the drop off points to include the Church. The      
 Chair amended. The Chair asked if the Councillors agreed the minutes were accurate?   

 All agreed 

6.2. To consider matters arising from minutes of previous meetings not considered elsewhere 
on this Agenda. 

The Chair asked BG if he knew when the lines outside the school would be painted? BG 
reported Matt Lines of Highways said they are currently waiting for dry weather. 1 



 

BG reported that the resident on Church Lane has been parking round the back but 
sometimes does still park in front of her house too close to the junction which can obstruct 
other vehicles. 

7. Planning 
7.1. To receive and consider any new planning applications. 

           
  3PL/2023/0356/TPO - St Peters Close Oak Tree reduce canopy by up to 2m radially from   
  7.5m to 5.5m all round. Reduce height from 16m by up to 3m to 13m.  
 
  Support remedial work to retain the Oak Tree. All agreed. 
 
 The Chair informed the District Cllrs that the Tree and Countryside Officer had come in 
 January and had been asked for a list of all TPOs in the village for the Neighbourhood Plan 
 review and would also like a TPO placed on the Oak Tree at the bottom of St Peters Close 
 and a small copse towards Green Lane. He agreed that this could be done but so far, no 
 action has been taken. The Chair confirmed she would follow this up. 
 
7.2. To note any planning responses made since the last meeting. 

 
3PL/2023/0191/HOU - Ground floor rear extension, garage conversion, internal layout 
changes and front entrance amendments Yaxham Parish Council supports this application. 
 
It was noted this has now been approved. 

 
7.3. To note any planning decisions. 

 Appeal - APP/F2605/W/22/3296635 - Yaxham Mill, Norwich Road, Yaxham NR19 1RH 
 Appeal dismissed. 
      
7.4.   Other planning issues. 
 
   None. 

 
8. Local Plan Review / NP4Yaxham 

8.1. Working group update 
 
The Chair updated the Councillors that the Questionnaires had been distributed and people 
had been completing them and dropping them off at the drop off points. The Chair 
reminded the Councillors about the Neighbourhood drop-in session on 27th April. 

 
9. Breckland’s Issues and Options Consultation 

 
The document had been circulated prior to the meeting with suggested responses and the 
Councillors considered all the responses and amended them where necessary. All agreed.  
        

10. Play Report 
10.1 To consider the weekly inspection reports and agree any actions arising. 
 
No report provided. 
 

11. Finance 
11.1. To agree the following items for payment (April)      2 



 

To Pay Detail Invoices 
available for viewing 

£ Total VAT Ex VAT 

ICO Data Protection fee * 40.00 - 40.00 
Clerk Clerk expenses for April 44.40 2.60 41.80 
Clerk Clerk wages for April 480.00      - 480.00 

        * - to be taken by direct debit on 25th April 2023 
         
The Clerk informed the Councillors that the bank charges of £16.40 had been omitted from the            
payments schedule which covered the period to 31st March 2023. 
 
         All agreed. 
                    
        11.2.  To note any receipts 

Detail £ Total 
VAT refund 5,230.53 
Precept 2023/24 6,000.00 
Parish Partnership 2021/21 refund 91.05 

        

11.3. Bank position 

This had been circulated prior to the meeting. 

11.4. To agree NALC or NPTS subscription for the following year 

The Clerk informed the Councillors that the subscription for Norfolk PTS was £120 compared to 
£219.74 for Norfolk ALC. It was decided to go with Norfolk PTS and all agreed. 

            
12. Correspondence Received since last meeting 

 
Correspondence that had been circulated to Cllrs by email was updates from G Freeman on 
support for special educational needs and investing in better mental health services, Police 
‘’time to talk’’ sessions, Rural Bulletin, CPRE newsletters and general circulars. 
 

13. Urgent Business 
 
The Chair informed the Councillors she had sent an email to the Mattishall Ward District 
Councillors asking a question from a Parishioner and hoped to have a response before the 
Hustings on 15th April.  
 
The Chair was concerned that some Councillors cannot make Thursday meetings due to other 
commitments. The Clerk to add a possible change of meeting dates to the next agenda. 
 

14. To note the next meeting dates of the Parish Council 

23rd May, 22nd June, and 27th July 
 
Meeting closed at 8.55pm 
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